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status by emphasizing the fact that, in this quarter of post-war
Europe, Poland was, for the time being, the only representative of
respectable international society. Her respectability was certified by
her possession of two assets—her membership in the League of
Nations and her alliance with Prance—which were both lacking
to her two ostracized neighbours. In this situation, Poland found
herself not merely once more on the map but also in enjoyment of
brevet rank as a Great Power; and, in this situation, any prospect
of the recovery of either Germany or Russia tormented Poland with
a twofold anxiety: a fear for her military security and a jealousy over
her diplomatic status.
This jealousy had flared up on the occasion of Germany's admission
to membership in the League, when Poland had rebelled against the
prospect of seeing Germany acquire a status in the League superior
to that of Poland herself, through being invested with a permanent
seat on the Council; and this Polish revolt had only been appeased by
the special creation of a new class of 'semi-permanent5 seats to meet
the case of countries which, like Poland, were of an intermediate
calibre between Great Powers and small states.1 During these middle
post-war years, Poland found it more difficult to be on good terms
with Germany, whom the Western Powers were inviting back into
the comity of nations, than with Russia, who seemed little more
eager to re-enter the society of 'capitalist states' than the latter were
to re-admit her. Moreover, the Soviet Government, which was still
mistress of more territory than it knew how to use, and which did
not estimate political power in territorial terms, showed little interest
in the large White Russian and Ukrainian territories which it had
ceded to Poland in the Peace Treaty of the 18th March, 1921; whereas
the German people and Government, under all post-war and pre-
Nazi regimes, made a parade of a Magyar-like tenacity in maintaining
their claim to the much smaller territories which Germany had been
compelled to cede to Poland in the former Prussian Ostmark. In
these circumstances it was not surprising that, from the signature
of the Peace Treaty of Riga onwards, Polono-Russian relations
should have gradually improved, while Polono-German relations
seemed as unhappy, on the eve of Herr Hitler's advent to power in
Berlin, as they had been at any time since the Peace Settlement of
1919. It was, however, surprising at first sight to see Poland, as well
as Russia, apparently taking the Nazi Revolution in Germany as a
signal for the reversal of her own post-war international r61e.
Whereas Russia, as we have seen, had parted company with
1 See the Survey for 1926, Part I A, section (i).

